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ANTI-BULLYING

At Grove Vale we wish to ensure that the education our children receive takes place in an atmosphere, which is caring and protective. We, like all schools, have a responsibility to create a secure and safe environment for the pupils who are in our care. Parents must be able to send their children to school confident in the knowledge that they will be protected from bullying.

In line with guidelines from West Midlands Police and Inclusion Support, the following points need to be evident for bullying to have occurred:

Intent:

It is deliberate, hurtful behaviour.

Repeated:

The behaviour happens more than once.

Power imbalance:

It is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves.

Harmful:

It can hurt your body or your feelings
The Law

Some forms of bullying are illegal and should be reported to the police. These include:

· violence or assault

· theft

· repeated harassment or intimidation, for example name calling, threats and abusive phone calls, emails or text messages

· hate crimes
CYBER BULLYING

Cyber bullying is any form of bullying which takes place online or through smartphones and tablets. Social networking sites, messaging apps, gaming sites and chat rooms such as Facebook, XBox Live, Instagram, YouTube, Snapchat.
Harassment - This is the act of sending offensive, rude, and insulting messages and being abusive. Nasty or humiliating comments on posts, photos and in chat rooms. Being explicitly offensive on gaming sites.

Denigration – This is when someone may send information about another person that is fake, damaging and untrue. Sharing photos of someone for the purpose to ridicule, spreading fake rumours and gossip. This can be on any site online or on apps. We even hear about people altering photos of others and posting in online for the purpose of bullying.

Flaming – This is when someone is purposely using really extreme and offensive language and getting into online arguments and fights. They do this to cause reactions and enjoy the fact it causes someone to get distressed.

Impersonation – This is when someone will hack into someone’s email or social networking account and use the person's online identity to send or post vicious or embarrassing material to/about others. The making up of fake profiles on social network sites, apps and online are common place and it can be really difficult to get them closed down.

Outing and Trickery – This is when someone may share personal information about another or trick someone into revealing secrets and forward it to others. They may also do this with private images and videos too. 

Cyber Stalking – This is the act of repeatedly sending messages that include threats of harm, harassment, intimidating messages, or engaging in other online activities that make a person afraid for his or her safety. The actions may be illegal too depending on what they are doing. 

Exclusion – This is when others intentionally leave someone out of a group such as group messages, online apps, gaming sites and other online engagement. This is also a form of social bullying and a very common. 
CREATING AN ANTI-BULLYING CLIMATE IN SCHOOL 

Our school’s Behaviour Policy explains how we promote positive behaviour in school to create an environment where pupils behave well; where pupils take responsibility for each other's emotional and social well-being; and where they include and support each other. 

We also draw on the school’s Curriculum and promote appropriate behaviour through direct teaching, and by creating an emotionally and socially safe environment where these skills are learned and practised.  Our aim is to create a climate where bullying is not accepted by anyone within the school community.  
Our curriculum is used to: 

· Raise awareness about bullying and our anti-bullying policy  

· Increase understanding for victims and help build an anti-bullying ethos

· Teach pupils how constructively to manage their relationships with others 

This is done by:

· The PSHE curriculum – weekly sessions in class

· Weekly e-safety discussions/activities as part of computing lessons

· The school policy for both KS1and 2 on E Safety 

· Assembly themes

· Anti-bullying week

· Visitors to school e.g. Police

· Buddies 

Sadly, bullying is a form of cruelty that will occur in many walks of life in our society - not just in schools. We at Grove Vale state that as a school we are aware of our responsibility to develop and implement successful prevention and intervention programmes which will enable every child to know that the school is able to protect and help them whenever they 

feel threatened in any way at all. Therefore, it is vital that the children and adults connected with Grove Vale do not tolerate bullies.

RESPONDING TO AND DEALING WITH INCIDENTS WHEN THEY OCCUR 

Pupils who have been bullied should report this to: any member of school staff (Teachers, Teaching Assistants or lunch Supervisors), their parents or a school friend. Pupils who see others being bullied should also report this. Pupils are also encouraged to use the worry boxes in class to anonymously inform staff if they believe they are being bullied.  

All reports will be taken seriously and will be followed up by the class teacher or member of the Senior leadership team. 

School is obligated to record all incidence of bullying that occurs in school. All incidents of bullying are recorded on our electronic system CPOMS. 

We will provide support to pupils who are bullied. They will be reassured that they do not deserve to be bullied and this is not their fault. We will assure them that it was right to report the incident. We will encourage them to talk about how they feel. 

 Work with children who have been bullied could involve some or all of the following: 

We will try to ascertain the extent of the problem. 

We will engage them in making choices about how the matter may be resolved. 

We will try to ensure that they feel safe. 

We will discuss strategies for being safe and staying safe. 

We will ask them to report immediately any further incidents to us. 

We will affirm that bullying can be stopped and that our school will persist with intervention until it does. 

We will involve their friends / older pupils in peer support / the buddy system/ mediation 

We may then adopt strategies from the following list as appropriate:  

We will speak with the pupil (or pupils) involved in bullying separately.

We will listen to their version of events. 

We will talk to anyone else who may have witnessed the bullying. 
We will reinforce the message that bullying is not acceptable, and that we expect bullying to stop. 

We will seek a commitment to this end. 

We will affirm that it is right for pupils to let us know when they are being bullied. 

We will adopt a joint problem solving approach where this is appropriate, and ask the pupils involved to help us find solutions to the problem. This will encourage pupils involved to take responsibility for the emotional and social needs of others.  

We will consider sanctions under our school’s Behaviour & Rewards Policy. 

We will advise pupils responsible for bullying that we will be checking to ensure that bullying stops. 

We will ensure that those involved know that we have done so. 

When bullying occurs, we will contact the parents of the pupils involved at an early stage.  

We will keep records of incidents that we become aware of and how we responded to them.  We will follow up after incidents to check that the bullying has not started again. 

We will also work with pupils who have been involved in bullying others to ascertain the sort of support that they themselves need. 

Our policy will be to use our discretion to respond flexibly and in an appropriate way to each incident   

If necessary, we will invoke the following range of sanctions that are in line with the school’s Behaviour Policy.  These include 

· Removal from the group (Within the class) 

· Withdrawal of break and lunchtime privileges 
· Withholding participation in school events that are not an essential part of the curriculum. 

· In extreme cases we will also consider fixed term and / or permanent exclusion from school.

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

Everyone within school is expected to: 

· Act in a respectful and supportive way towards one another 

· Adhere to and to promote the objectives of this policy. 

Pupils are expected to: 

· Report all incidents of bullying and suspected incidents that victims may be afraid to report. 

· Support each other and to seek help to ensure that everyone feels safe and happy and nobody feels excluded or afraid in school. 

Parents can help by: 

· Supporting our anti-bullying policy and procedures. 

· Encouraging their children to be positive members of the school community. 

· Discussing with their child’s teacher any concerns that their child may be experiencing bullying or if they are unhappy in some other way. 

· Helping to establish an anti-bullying culture outside of school.

BULLYING OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL PREMISES 

Schools are not directly responsible for bullying that occurs off the premises but we know that bullying can occur outside the school gates and on journeys to and from school.  The bullying may be done by pupils from our own school, by pupils from other schools or by people who are not at school at all.  Where a pupil or parent informs us of bullying off the school premises we will: 

· Talk to pupils about how to avoid or handle bullying outside of school.

· Talk to the Headteacher of any other school whose pupils are bullying. 

· Talk to the police where this is deemed necessary. 

The DfE says that, “exceptionally failure to take disciplinary steps to combat harmful behaviour outside the school might breach the school’s common duty of care.”  Legal Services advise that schools can take disciplinary action against pupils for incidents that occur outside of school.
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